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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of group II (claims 1-7 and 20-25) in the 
reply filed on 12/9/2009 is acknowledged. 
Claims 1-7 and 20-25 are pending. 
Claims 8-19 have been withdrawn. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 9/19/2006 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 20 and 23, the phrase "may be" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). Claims 21-22 and 24-25 depending upon the 
rejected claims 20 and 23 are also rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 and 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US Pat. No. 4,344,264 to Smith. 
Claims 1 and 20: 

Smith discloses an LNG full containment system, comprising: a floor slab 12; a primary 
container 18 positioned on the floor slab 12, the primary container 18 being insulated 26 
to hold liquefied natural gas; and a secondary container 14 peripherally positioned 
around the primary container 18, the secondary container 14 comprising a plurality of 
composite walls attached to the floor slab 12, with each of the composite walls being 
formed from a plurality of prefabricated wall panels configured to be adjoined in side-to- 
side fashion; and wherein each of the prefabricated wall panels is formed from a 
combination of steel and concrete (see abstract) such that the prefabricated wall panel 
comprises a concrete plate having a longitudinal axis and an outer surface, and at least 
one steel beam 34 connected to the outer surface of the concrete plate along the 
longitudinal axis of the concrete plate. 
Claim 2: 

Wherein the plurality of composite walls of the secondary container 14 comprises: a first 
end wall; a second end wall; and at least two side walls, with each of the at least two 
side walls being disposed on opposing sides of the first end wall (see Fig. 1). 
Claims 3 and 21: 
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Wherein each of the prefabricated wall panels further comprises: a moisture barrier 16 
disposed on the concrete plate opposite the at least one steel beam 34. 
Claims 4 and 22: 

Wherein each of the prefabricated wall panels further comprises: an insulation layer 26 
along the moisture barrier 16 opposite the at least one steel beam 34; and a liner plate 
24 on the insulation layer. 
Claim 5: 

Wherein the moisture barrier 16 is fabricated from material selected from the group 
consisting of: a metallic material and a polymeric material (col. 2, line 50). 
Claims 6, 23 and 24: 

Further comprising: a roof structure 42, the roof structure comprising a plurality of 
prefabricated roof panels adjoined in side-to-side fashion, each of the roof panels 
comprising: a concrete plate having an inner surface, and a steel truss structure under 
the inner surface of the concrete plate (col. 4, lines 10-12). 
Claim 7: 

Wherein: the plurality of composite walls of the secondary container 14 comprises: a 
first end wall; a second end wall; and at least two side walls, with each of the at least 
two side walls being disposed on opposing sides of the first end wall; each of the 
prefabricated wall panels comprises: a moisture barrier 16 disposed on the concrete 
plate opposite the at least one steel beam, an insulation layer 26 along the moisture 
barrier, and a liner plate on the insulation layer; and the secondary container 14 further 
comprises a roof structure 42, the roof structure comprising a plurality of prefabricated 
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roof panels adjoined in side-to-side fashion, each of the roof panels comprising: a 
concrete plate having an inner surface, and a steel truss structure under the inner 
surface of the concrete plate. 
Claim 25: 

Wherein the barrier layer 34 is fabricated from a carbon steel (col. 3, line 18). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Chi Q. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6847. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 am-4:00 pm. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached at (571) 272-6777. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http:// pairdirect.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197. 
/C. Q. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3635 
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